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■NOTES  FROM  THE  DIRECTOR'S  OFFICE- 


THE  COVER 

What  better  theme  for  Feb- 
ruary than  St.  Valentine'sDay, 
said  The  Pulse  staff.  So  we  put 
on  our  thinking  caps  to  '  'dream 
up' '  a  cover  picture  that  would 
tie  in  that  sentimental  cele- 
bration with  the  Hospital. 
Hope  you  like  it! 


It  has  previously  been  pointed 
out  in  this  column  that  medical 
science,  particularly  in  the  pre- 
ventive field,  has  been  largely 
responsible  for  extending  life  ex- 
pectancy by  twenty  years  in  the 
first  half  of  this  century.  The 
impact  of  this  accomplishment  on 
the  social,  economic,  and  medical 
aspects  of  our  daily  lives  in  the 
second  half  of  the  century  will  be 
far  reaching  and  dramatic,  especially 
since  we  can  expect  a  still  further 
prolongation  of  life. 

What  will  be  the  effect  on  us  here 
at  the  Hospital?  First,  we  can 
expect  the  average  age  of  our 
patients  to  become  greater,  with  a 
resulting  increase  in  diseases  of 
the  elderly.  Second,  we  can  expect 
more  chronic  illness  because  lives 
which  might  have  been  lost  a  gen- 
eration ago  from  the  acute  phase 
of  disease  are  now  being  salvaged, 
often  to  suffer  the  chronic  phase. 
Third,  we  can  expect  more  crippling 
from  accidents  as  industrialization 
of  our  society  progresses. 

What  we  are  doing  today  for 
these  unfortunate,  physically  handi- 
capped people  to  restore  them, 
so  far  as  their  capacities  permit, 
to  mental,  social,  and  physical 
health,  to  assist  them  to  the  dignity 
of  self-help  and  self-support?  It  is 
gratifying  to  record  that  eleven 
different  activities  in  the  Hospital 
are  today  oriented  specifically  to- 
wards some  facet  of  this  objective. 


Because  of  limitation  of  space  these 
can  be  only  listed  here: 

Rehabilitation   team  for  polio- 
myelitis 
Psychosomatic  Clinic 
Social  Service  Departments 
Department  of  Physical  Medicine 
Department  of  Occupational  Ther- 
apy 

Psychiatric  Out-Patient  Depart- 
ment 

Nursing  Service  Committee  on 
Patient  Care 

Colostomy  Committee 

Tuberculosis  Committee 

Diabetes  Committee 

Referrals  for  home  nursing  care 

Behind  each  lies  a  story  of 
human  insight  and  progressive  al- 
truism. Many  are  the  logical  out- 
growth of  the  long-held  attitude 
of  the  clinical  departments,  which 
have  consistently  emphasized  the 
importance  of  the  patient's  mental 
attitude  and  socio-economic  en- 
vironment in  evaluating  his  illness 
and  prescribing  his  treatment. 

A  committee  of  the  Medical 
Board  is  today  studying  means  of 
coordinating  these  activities  more 
closely,  possibly  expanding  some, 
and  even  adding  others  so  that  the 
whole  program  may  become  more 
effective  and  will  be  prepared  to 
meet  the  challenge  of  the  second 
half  of  the  Twentieth  Century. 


M.D. 


TWO  NEW  GOVERNORS 
ELECTED  TO  BOARD 

The  election  of  William  A.  M. 
Burden  and  Louis  M.  Loeb  to  the 
Board  of  Governors  of  The  Society 
of  the  New  York  Hospital  has  been 
announced  by  John  Hay  Whitney, 
president. 

Mr.  Burden  served  during  the 
recent  war  as  Special  Aviation 
Assistant  to  the  Secretary  of  Com- 
merce with  supervision  of  the  Civil 
Aeronautics  Administration;  fol- 
lowing this  he  was  Assistant  Secre- 
tary of  Commerce.  He  is  a  member 


of  the  National  Advisory  Com- 
mittee for  Aeronautics,  the  Society 
of  Automotive  Engineers,  the  Coun- 
cil on  Foreign  Relations  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Institute  of  Aeronautical 
Sciences.  Mr.  Burden  is  a  director 
of  South  American  Mines  Co.,  Inc., 
Union  Sulphur  Company,  Cerro  de 
Pasco  Copper  Corp.,  and  a  trustee 
of  the  Museum  of  Modern  Art. 
He  was  graduated  from  Harvard. 

Mr.  Loeb,  a  graduate  of  Yale, 
Class  of  '19,  is  a  partner  in  the  law 
firm  of  Lord,  Day  and  Lord,  and 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 
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Mrs.  M.  W.  Treherne-Thomas,  director  of  the  Volunteer  Department,  accepts  from  Mrs.  Howard 
Phipps  the  Community  Service  Award  to  The  New  York  Hospital  given  by  the  Girl  Scout  Council 
of  Greater  New  York  at  the  Council's  annual  meeting,  January  24,  at  the  Hotel  Roosevelt. 
Mrs.  Irving  Berlin,  chairman  of  the  day,  looks  on. 


NYH  CITED  FOR  SERVICE  TO  GIRL  SCOUTS 


One  of  the  four  organizations  so 
honored,  The  New  York  Hospital 
received  a  citation  for  outstanding 
service  to  the  city's  Girl  Scouts  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Girl 
Scout  Council  of  Greater  New  York 
on  January  24  at  the  Hotel  Roose- 
velt. 

Accepting  the  award,  inscribed 
to  the  Volunteer  Department  of 
The  New  York  Hospital  "in  grate- 
ful appreciation  of  your  interest  and 
support  of  Girl  Scouting,"  was 
Mrs.  Margaretta  W.  Treherne-Thomas , 
department  director.  The  award  to 
NYH  was  based  on  the  opportunity 
that  the  Volunteer  Department  has 
given  to  Senior  Girl  Scouts  to  be 
of  service  to  the  community.  Mrs. 
E.  B.  Parkinson,  treasurer  of  the 
Hospital's  Social  Service  Commit- 
tee, also  attended  the  presentation 
ceremony. 

During  the  past  year,  a  group  of 
these  teen-age  Scouts  has  been  work- 
ing at  the  Hospital  every  Saturday 
from  10  A.M.  to  2:30  P.M.  in  a 
variety  of  assignments.  Originally 
their  duties  were  limited  to  the 


Central  Sterile  Supplies  and  Phar- 
macy Departments,  but  as  requests 
for  volunteers  to  do  "spot"  jobs 
on  Saturdays  began  to  come  in  to 
her  department  from  all  over  the 
Hospital,  Mrs.  Thomas  enlarged 
the  Scouts'  roster  of  assignments. 
Nowadays  when  the  girls  report 
on  Saturdays — no  more  than  10  are 
on  duty  at  one  time — they  may  be 
asked  to  fill  any  of  a  number  of 
interesting  jobs  such  as  canteen 
duty  at  the  coffee  and  snack  bar 
on  the  Operating  Room  floor; 
clerical  work  for  the  Print  Shop, 
Public  Relations  Department,  Wo- 
man's Clinic,  Secretary-Treasurer's 
Office,  Medical  Information  or  Sur- 
gical Follow-Up;  labeling  and  filling 
pill  bottles  and  running  the  capsule 
machine  for  the  Pharmacy  Depart- 
ment, or  making  surgical  supplies 
for  Central  Sterile  and  Central 
Needle  Supplies  and  Woman's  Clinic. 
There  are  often  assignments  in  the 
Pediatrics  Department,  too. 

In  order  to  serve  at  the  Hospital, 
the  Girl  Scouts  have  had  first  to 
obtain  working  papers. 


H-2  SOLARIUM  TO  BE 
NEW  EMPLOYEE  LOUNGE 

A  new  lounge  for  NYH  personnel 
will  be  opened  in  the  very  near 
future  in  the  solarium  of  H-2 
pavilion.  Dr.  Henry  N.  Pratt, 
Director,  has  announced. 

"There  has  been  a  long  felt  need 
for  an  additional  place,  other  than 
the  lobbies  and  dining  rooms,  where 
our  staff  can  relax  during  their 
lunch  hours,"  he  said. 

The  lounge,  which  will  be  open 
daily  from  H  :30  A.M.  to  2:30  P.M., 
is  to  be  furnished  for  the  time  being 
with  equipment  now  on  hand  but 
future  plans  call  for  "dressing  up" 
the  room  with  easy  chairs,  maga- 
zine racks,  and  attractively  framed 
pictures.  Of  course,  there'll  be 
plenty  of  ash  trays. 

In  making  the  announcement,  Dr. 
Pratt  pointed  out  that  although  H-2 
in  the  original  plans  of  the  Hospital 
was  constructed  as  a  floor  for  pa- 
tients, it  is  not  at  the  moment 
being  used  for  that  purpose. 

"Until  patient  needs  make  this 
a  necessity,  its  solarium  will  be 
used  as  a  lounge  for  Hospital  per- 
sonnel and  should  make  a  pleasant 
and  convenient  meeting  place  for 
us  all  in  the  few  minutes  we  have 
after  our  hurried  luncheons,"  Dr. 
Pratt  observed. 

Direct  access  to  the  lounge  is 
provided  from  Stairway  No.  11  at 
the  south  end  of  H  corridor  and  all 
of  us  will  be  asked  to  use  this 
passageway  only  rather  than  the 
route  through  F-2  and  H-2  corri- 
dors. 

Until  recently,  the  solarium  on 
H-2  had  been  temporary  quarters  of 
the  Auditing  Office. 

DR.  SHERMAN  DIES 

Dr.  Jacob  T.  Sherman,  who  had 
been  a  member  of  the  staff  of  NYH 
for  the  past  19  years,  died  January 
6.  His  age  was  forty-nine.  At  the 
time  of  his  death,  Dr.  Sherman  was 
associate  attending  obstetrician  and 
gynecologist  at  Woman's  Clinic 
and  assistant  professor  of  obstetrics 
and  gynecology  at  the  Medical 
College. 
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REPORT  ON  1ST  MONTH 
OF  VINCENT  ASTOR 
DIAGNOSTIC  SERVICE 

In  the  first  month  of  its  opera- 
tion, The  Vincent  Astor  Diagnostic 
Service  has  had  103  new  patients. 
Many  of  these  have  finished  their 
"work-up"  but  the  majority  are 
still  in  process. 

Opened  on  January  3,  it  provides 
a  diagnostic  service  for  private 
ambulatory  patients  and  is  the 
first  service  of  its  kind  in  the  city. 
One  of  its  purposes  is  to  eliminate 
the  need  for  hospitalization  in 
many  cases,  thus  reducing  the  cost 
of  diagnosis  and  also  making  more 
beds  available  in  the  Hospital  for 
those  who  really  need  them. 

The  Service  is  named  after  Capt. 
\"incent  Astor,  U.S.N,  (retired),  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Governors 
of  the  Hospital  since  1930,  whose 
generous  donation  made  possible 
the  reconstruction  of  the  two  hos- 
pital wings  being  used. 

Chief-of-service  is  Dr.  Robert  F. 
Watson,  associate  professor  of  medi- 
cine at  the  College  and  associate 
attending  physician  to  the  Hospi- 
tal, with  Dr.  David  P.  Barr,  pro- 
fessor of  medicine  and  physician-in- 
chief  of  the  Hospital,  as  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Managers.  Sherwood 
A.  Messtier,  executive  assistant  for 
supplementary  services  at  the  Hos- 
pital, is  superintendent.  The  Service 
is  staffed  professionally  by  members 
of  the  Attending  Staff  of  the  Hos- 
pital. 

Other  personnel  includes  Mrs. 
Grace  C.  Kurtz,  supervisor;  Marion 
Willet,  head  nurse;  Mrs.  Mary  J.  L. 
Dyer,  general  staff  nurse;  Jane  Dan- 
ielson,  secretary  to  Dr.  Watson; 
Marion  Robertson,  admitting  regis- 
trar; Wilma  MacDonald,  appoint- 
ment registrar;  Ruth  Bottomley, 
registrar;  Clara  Goldiner,  ediphone 
supervisor;  Marcia  Greenberg,  Bernice 
Ginsberg,  Marie  Hartwig,  ediphone 
operators,  and  Margaret  Cromie, 
nursing  aide. 

Opening  of  The  Vincent  Astor 
Diagnostic  Service  in  no  way  affects 
the  continuation  of  the  Private 
Ambulatory  Service. 


What  Makes 
The  Center  Tick? 


The  Laboratory  Technician 

The  laboratory  test  carried  out 
by  skilled  technicians  is  an  ex- 
tremely important  aid  to  the  doctor 
in  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of 
disease.  "Take  this  to  Chemistry." 
"Call  the  'Lab.'  for  a  report." 
"Call  the  Blood  Bank  for  a  pint  of 
blood  for  Mr.  Jones."  These  are 
familiar  orders  given  every  day  by 
doctors  throughout  the  Hospital. 

It  is  the  laboratory  technician 
who  comes  to  the  bedside  with  a 
neat  little  tray  of  slender  tubes  and 
bottles  and  that  long  needle  to  get 
a  sample  of  blood  in  order  to  de- 
termine whether  you  have  an  in- 
fection (perhaps  to  help  decide  if 
your  appendix  is  to  come  out  or 
stay  in),  or  whether  you  are  anemic 
and  need  some  iron  pills. 

It  is  the  technician  in  the  Chem- 
istry Laboratory  who  receives  the 
sample  of  blood  from  the  patient 
who  had  to  go  without  breakfast 
in  order  to  have  a  specimen  of 
blood  taken  for  blood  sugar,  urea 
nitrogen  or  other  chemical  de- 
termination. 

There  are  many  laboratories 
throughout  the  Hospital  and  the 
College,  staffed  by  technicians 
highly  trained  in  their  own  special 
fields.  The  Central  Laboratories 
carry  out  all  the  diagnostic  labora- 


tory procedures  for  the  Main  Hos- 
pital and  Out-Patient  Department. 
They  are  divided  into  eight  main 
groups:  Bacteriology,  Basal  Metab- 
olism, Blood  Bank,  Chemistry, 
Clinical  Laboratories,  Parasitology 
and  Serology. 

To  the  Bacteriology  Laboratory 
are  brought  specimens  of  blood, 
sputum,  pus,  etc.,  for  bacteriologi- 
cal examination.  Here  the  tech- 
nician cultures  the  swab  taken  from 
a  patient's  sore  throat  to  find  out 
the  organism  causing  the  trouble, 
or  studies  a  specimen  of  sputum 
for  T.  B.  This  is  highly  exacting 
and  painstaking  work,  and  requires 
much  patient  looking  through  the 
microscope. 

It  is  in  the  Chemistry  Laboratory 
that  the  technician,  with  all  her 
elaborate  special  apparatus  and 
various-sized  tubes  and  flasks  and 
multi-colored  solutions,  performs 
intricate  and  complex  chemical  de- 
terminations of  the  blood  and  other 
body  fluids,  to  assist  the  doctor  in 
the  care  of  the  patient.  The  science 
of  physiological  chemistry  has  with 
each  succeeding  year  grown  in- 
creasingly in  scope  and  importance 
as  an  aid  to  diagnosis,  and  our 
Chemistry  Laboratory  now  per- 
forms an  average  of  9,000  examina- 
tions each  month. 

In  the  many  Clinical  Labora- 
tories, we  have  the  technician  who 
does  the  blood  counts,  the  urin- 
alyses, and  other  procedures  that 
do  not  require  elaborate  equipment. 
She,  too,  peers  into  the  microscope 
and  counts  myriads  of  little  blood 
cells,  or  heats  test  tubes  over  a  Bun- 
sen  burner  as  part  of  a  urinalysis. 

It  is  the  Blood  Bank  technician 
who  determines  the  blood  group 
and  Rh  type  of  a  patient  and  which 
bottle  of  blood  is  to  be  sent  to  a 
floor  for  transfusion  purposes.  It 
is  here  in  the  Blood  Bank  that 
donors  are  examined  and  bled,  and 
the  blood  then  processed  and  stored 
in  a  special  refrigerator  until  needed 
for  transfusions. 

In  the  Basal  Metabolism  Lab- 
oratory, the  technician  does  not 
(Continued  on  Page  10~) 
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DR.  SNIFFEN  DIES: 
DENTIST  WAS  50  YEARS 
AT  WESTCHESTER  DIV. 

Dr.  D.  Austin  SnifFen,  director 
of  dentistry  at  the  Westchester 
Division  since  1900,  died  February 
1st  following  an  accidental  fall  in 
his  office  a  week  previously.  He 
had  also  been  director  of  dentistry 
at  Payne  Whitney  from  1932  to 
1946. 

A  former  president  of  the  New 
York  State  Dental  Society,  Dr. 
SnifFen  had  also  served  as  a  member 
of  the  State  Board  of  Dental  Ex- 
aminers for  19  years  until  his 
retirement  in  1946.  Dr.  Sniffen  was 
active  in  dental  circles  throughout 
Westchester  County,  particularly 
in  his  native  White  Plains.  He  had 
been  director  of  dentistry  at  White 
Plains  Hospital  since  1899,  super- 
visor of  dentistry  in  the  White 
Plains  public  schools  since  1918, 
and  a  past  director  of  Westchester 
County  Dental  Clinic,  treating  chil- 
dren in  rural  schools.  A  graduate 
of  the  New  York  University  College 
of  Dentistry  in  1894,  he  was  active 
in  alumni  affairs  for  many  years. 

He  leaves  his  wife,  Mrs.  Alice 
Snyder  Sniffen,  three  stepsons  of  a 
former  marriage,  and  a  brother, 
Dr.  Charles  Sniffen  of  White  Plains. 


NEW  PHARMACY  HOURS 
FOR  STAFF 

A  recent  bulletin  from  Dr.  Pratt 
has  announced  a  change  in  hours 
when  prescriptions  for  employees 
may  be  filled  at  the  General  Dis- 
pensing Unit  of  the  Pharmacy. 
The  new  hours  are  as  follows : 

Daily     —11:00  AM  to  12:00  Noon 
2 :30  PM  to  3:30  PM 

Saturday— 11 :00  AM  to  12 :00  Noon 

Prescriptions  properly  marked 
"Emergency"  by  Employees  Health 
Service  or  Nurses  Health  Service, 
and  prescriptions  presented  by 
night  duty  personnel  will  be  hon- 
ored during  the  regular  Pharmacy 
hours. 


17  HAVE  RETIRED 
SINCE  JULY,  1949 

Seventeen  members  of  the  Hospi- 
tal staff  were  retired  in  the  period 
from  July  1,  1949,  to  February  1, 
1950,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Employees'  Retirement  Plan.  In 
the  order  of  their  retirement  they 
were: 

Herbert  Horton,  Payne  Whitney. 

Retired  August  1st  after  17  years. 

Flora  J.  Bergstrom,  Nursing  Service. 

KttireJ  Septetnber  1st  after  21  years,  10  months . 

Michael  Collins,  Westchester. 

Retired  September  1st  after  44  years,  5  months. 

Sarah  E.  Moore,  Nursing  Service. 

Retired  October  1st  after  36  years,  5  months. 

Alice  Boyle,  Payne  Whitney. 

Retired  November  1st  after  5  years,  11  months. 

Richard  Auris,  Nutrition. 

Retired  November  1st  after  7  years,  one  month. 

Henry  Fleigler,  Westchester. 

Retired  December  1st  after  6  years,  8  months. 

Francesco  Guarino,  Nutrition. 

Retired  January  1st  after  5  years,  3  months. 

Eliza  Gunter,  Payne  Whitney. 

Retired  January  1st  after  6  years,  4  months. 

Nellie  Carrington,  Payne  Whitney. 

Retired  January  1st  after  6  years,  4  months. 

Annie  Ryan,  Westchester. 

Retired  January  1st  after  21  years. 

Ernest  Graef,  Protection. 

Retired  February  1st  after  6  years,  6  months. 

Mark  Hines,  Protection. 

Retired  February  1st  after  1}  years,  6  months. 

Mary  E.  Heady,  Central  Labora- 
tories. 

Retired  February  1st  after  5  years,  4  months. 

Nellie  Maley,  Central  Labora- 
tories. 

Retired  February  1st  after  2X  years. 

Agnes  McEwan,  Central  Labora- 
tories. 

Retired  February  1st  after  19  years,  6  months. 

Helen  Purvis,  Radiology. 

Retired  February  1st  after  6  years,  6  months. 

With  the  Retirement  Plan  now 
three  years  old,  it  seems  fitting  to 
pause  and  review  its  accomplish- 
ments as  we  go  into  another  year. 
The  following  statement,  as  of 
December  31,  1949,  is  submitted  by 
the  Employees'  Pension  Committee 
for  the  information  of  Pulse  readers. 
{Continued  on  Page  7 ) 


COLLEGE  TO  HONOR 

DR.  BARR  AT  CEREMONY 

ON  ALUMNI  DAY 

The  Cornell  University  Medical 
College  Alumni  Association  will 
present  its  1950  Award  of  Distinc- 
tion to  Dr.  David  P.  Ban  for  his 
"notable  achievement  in  the  field 
of  medicine"  at  ceremonies  here  on 
March  23  during  the  Medical  Col- 
lege's annual  Alumni  Day  celebra- 
tion. Dr.  Barr,  Class  of  '14,  is 
physician-in-chief  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Medicine  of  the  Hospital 
and  professor  of  medicine  at  the 
College. 

Alumni  Day  events  also  will  fea- 
ture a  morning  scientific  session 
in  the  College  amphitheatre  with 
Dr.  Samuel  Z.  Levine  presiding,  an 
afternoon  program  at  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital presented  by  the  staff  of  the 
Cornell  Division  there  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  William  DeW . 
Andrus  and  Dr.  G.  S.  Dudley,  and  a 
dinner  and  dance  at  the  Starlight 
Roof  of  the  Waldorf-Astoria  of 
which  Dr.  A.  Parks  McComhs  is 
chairman.  Exhibits  from  all  de- 
partments of  the  College  will  be 
displayed  in  the  Bacteriology  Lab- 
oratory, B-212,  throughout  the  day. 

Preceding  luncheon  in  the  Nurses 
Residence  dining  room,  there  will 
be  a  short  business  meeting  of  the 
Alumni  Association,  Dr.  Horace  S. 
Baldwin  presiding,  during  which 
Dean  Joseph  C.  Hinsey  will  give  a 
brief  review  of  Medical  College 
activities. 

Dr.  Nelson  W.  Cornell  is  chairman 
of  Alumni  Day. 

TWO  NEW  GOVERNORS 

(Continued  from  Page  2) 
counsel  for  The  New  York  Times. 
He  is  a  former  vice-president  and 
member  of  the  executive  committee 
of  the  Bar  Association  of  the  City 
of  New  York.  Mr.  Loeb  has  served 
as  president  of  the  Young  Men's 
and  Young  Women's  Hebrew  Asso- 
ciation, trustee  of  the  Federation 
of  Jewish  Philanthropies  of  New 
York  and  chairman  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Hospital  for  Joint 
Diseases. 
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DIDJA  KNOW?— 

THE  THREE  ''R's"  ARE 

TAUGHT  HERE,  TOO 

The  door  says  "N-405"  but  it 
could  have  a  sign  reading  "The 
New  York  Hospital  Class,  P.  S. 
401,  Manhattan."  If  it  did,  prob- 
ably more  of  us  would  have  been 
aware  before  this  that  not  only 
medicine  and  nursing  but  the  three 
"R's"  as  well  are  being  taught 
within  the  Center.  Yes,  that  oft- 
heard  expression :  "New  York  Hos- 
pital is  a  teaching  hospital"  is 
applicable  to  patients,  too — young 
patients. 

Schoolwork  is  too  important  to 
neglect  even  when  a  youngster  is 
ill,  the  New  York  City  Department 
of  Education  feels.  Besides,  it's 
good  for  a  youngster's  morale  to 
know  that  he  is  not  falling  behind 
in  his  lessons.  That's  why  classes 
are  maintained  in  all  hospitals 
throughout  the  city  to  provide 
instruction  for  elementary  school 
children  who  have  to  be  hospital- 
ized for'  two  or  more  weeks.  The 
New  York  Hospital  Class  is  part  of 
P.  S.  401  which  has  "schoolrooms" 
in  hospitals  on  the  East  Side  of 
town  and  on  Welfare  Island. 

"Our"  teacher  is  Miss  Elizabeth 
M.  Smith,  a  kindly  grey-haired 
woman  with  a  pleasant  twinkle  in 
her  eye,  who  has  devoted  her 
entire  career  in  teaching  to  work 
with  physically  handicapped  chil- 
dren. 

Miss  Smith's  day  is  quite  unlike 
that  of  the  regular  grammar  school 
teacher.  She's  rarely  in  her  one- 
room  "schoolhouse";  mostly  it's 
a  stopping-off  place  to  pick  up 
books  and  supplies  as  she  bustles 
from  bedside  to  bedside,  from 
pavilion  to  pavilion,  to  see  her 
class.  One  day  she  may  have  as 
many  as  25  pupils,  the  next  time 
as  few  as  12,  depending  on  the 
number  of  young  patients  in  the 
Hospital.  Instead  of  one  grade, 
she  has  to  be  ready  to  teach  all 
eight.  Furthermore,  Miss  Smith 
can  never  plan  her  schedule  for  the 
day.    Sometimes  her  pupils  may 
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Bedside  lessons  at  NYH  for  an  earnest  six- 
year-old  who  is  keeping  op  with  his  second 
grade  class  while  his  broken  leg  mends.  His 
teacher  is  Elizabeth  M.  Smith,  assigned  here 
by  the  New  York  City  Department  of  Educa- 
tion to  instruct  all  youngsters  who  are  patients 
for  two  or  more  weeks. 

feel  "up  to"  as  much  as  a  half- 
hour's  work;  on  another  day,  they 
may  be  too  tired  for  lessons,  or 
busy  with  tests  and  x-rays,  or 
maybe,  just  fast  asleep  when  she 
stops  at  their  bedsides.  And  this  is 
one  time  when  sleeping  through 
class  is  not  frowned  upon! 

Miss  Smith's  pupils  range  from 
youngsters  who  will  be  here  only 
a  short  time  and  just  want  to  keep 
up  with  their  class  to  others,  long 
hospitalized,  who  need  brush-up 
work  in  certain  subjects.  Right 
now,  she  has  had  one  student  for 
over  a  year;  two  others,  who  must 
spend  part  of  their  day  in  iron 
lungs,  can  have  only  very  light 
study  programs.  Last  year  she 
graduated  one  pupil,  a  lad  who  had 
been  ill  here  for  a  long  time. 

While  there  is  no  homework 
given  in  Hospital  classes,  many  of 
Miss  Smith's  pupils  study  volun- 
tarily in  between  class,  she  reports. 

"I  think  there's  a  certain  glamour 
about  today's  schoolbooks  with 
their  lively  illustrations,"  she  ob- 
serves. "They're  a  lot  more  appeal- 
ing than  the  books  of  ten  or 
twenty  years  ago."  (Frankly, 
though,  we  think  that  the  real 
(Continued  on  Page  10^ 


THAT  BEAUTIFUL  MUSIC 
IN  THE  RECORD  ROOM! 

Typists  in  the  Record  Department 
who  handle  the  necessary  cards  and 
forms  on  Hospital  admissions  feel 
that  they  are  qualified  these  days 
for  membership  in  the  "Anvil 
Chorus."  Those  of  you  who  may 
have  seen  the  soundproof  "cabana" 
which  shelters  the  graphotype  in 
the  main  Record  Room,  or  have 
heard  its  tapping,  know  what  they 
mean. 

The  use  of  metal  plates,  cut  by 
graphotype,  to  record  the  necessary 
data  about  a  patient,  is  the  latest 
item  of  progress  in  the  Hospital's 
effort  to  develop  the  most  efficient 
procedure  possible  for  handling  the 
required  "paper  work"  that  fol- 
lows an  admission. 

All  of  us  are  aware  of  how  im- 
portant it  is  to  treat  the  patient 
being  admitted  with  courtesy, 
understanding,  reassurance  and 
promptness.  While  the  Record  De- 
partment does  not  come  in  direct 
contact  with  the  patient,  its  "paper 
work"  can  have  a  far  reaching 
effect  on  his  or  her  care. 

Here's  how  the  system  works: 
As  soon  as  the  Record  Department 
receives  the  "record  for  admission" 
sheet,  a  metal  plate  is  cut  con- 
taining such  information  as  the 
patient's  name,  address,  admitting 
doctor,  floor  assignment,  date  and 
time  of  admission,  history  number, 
room  rate  and  other  billing  data. 
From  this  plate,  with  just  a  step 
on  the  foot  pedal  of  the  addresso- 
graph,  sixteen  cards  and  forms  are 
run  off.  All  it  takes  is  about  seven 
minutes.  These  cards  are  sent  to 
departments  which  must  know 
about  an  admission:  Information, 
Mail  Service,  Social  Service,  Tele- 
phone Room,  Accounting,  for  in- 
stance. 

Then,  the  metal  plate  is  sent  up 
to  the  patient's  floor  where  it  is 
used  on  a  small  hand  addressograph 
to  print  requisitions  for  x-ray, 
laboratory  work  and  other  forms 
requiring  its  data.  The  Record 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


THE  PULSE— FEBRUARY  15,  1950 


7 


RETIREMENTS 

(Continued  from  Page  5) 
Total  number  of  employees  on 
pension  (New  York  Hospital, 
Payne  Whitney  Psychiatric 
Clinic  and  Westchester  Di- 
vision)  67 

Employees  pensioned  since  Janu- 
ary 1,  1947   44 

Pensioned  for  disability. . .  8 

Pensioned  for  age   45 

Died   14 

Payments  made  since 
January  1,  1947  ...  .  $201,187.60 

In  addition  to  the  payments  made 
to  retired  employees,  the  Society 
provides  up  to  $1,000  free  life  in- 
surance to  pensioners  who  carried 
group  life  insurance  prior  to  May 
1,  1948. 


SOUVENIRS  ON  SALE 

Want  a  permanent  memento  of 
NYH?  The  Gift  Shop  is  showing 
white  linen  damask  squares  with 
the  Hospital  seal  woven  through 
the  material.  Originally  slated  for 
use  as  tray  cloths,  they  are  surplus 
from  Payne  Whitney's  linen  supply. 


COMING  ATTRACTIONS 
"CENTER  CINEMA" 

(College  Auditorium,  Wednesdays, 
12  Noon-1  P.M.) 

Feb.  15:  The  Great  Silk  Route 
Winter  Playground 
Time 

Monorchs  of  the  Forest 
Feb.  22:  (No  performance) 
Mar.    1 :  Road  of  Tomorrow 

Our  America 

Working  on  Air 
Mar.    8:  Patterned  For  Sportsmanship 

Man  Against  Microbe 

So  This  Is  London 

Midland  Journey  (England) 
Mar.  1  5:  (No  performance) 
Mar.  22:  Doctor  In  Industry 

(Others  to  be  announced) 
Mar.  29:  Quiet,  Please 

Ulster  Story 

Once  Upon  A  Time 

Caught  Mapping 
Apr.    5:  Magic  In  The  Air 

Welsh  Magic 

(Others  to  be  announced) 
Apr.  12;  Yellowstone  and  the  Grand  Tetons 

Lest  We  Forget 

(Others  to  be  announced) 


HERE'S  A  BEAUTY 
TIP,  GALS 

With  three  expert  operators  now 
in  attendance,  the  Beauty  Parlor  on 
the  ninth  floor  of  the  Nurses  Resi- 
dence is  now  ready  to  serve  all 
women  who  work  at  the  Center. 
In  addition,  the  beauticians  can 
now  give  bedside  "sets",  mani- 
cures, etc.  to  patients.  Until  re- 
cently, appointments  were  limited 
to  the  nursing  staff  because  only 
one  operator  was  on  duty. 

Income  from  the  Beauty  Parlor, 
after  payment  of  necessary  expenses 
of  operation,  benefits  the  Service 
Fund  for  Nurses  of  the  Hospital  and 
Nurses"  House,  Inc.,  a  convalescent 
and  vacation  retreat  for  members  of 
the  profession,  in  Babylon,  Long 
Island. 

The  Beauty  Parlor  is  open  from 
9  A.M.  to  7  P.M.  Mondays  through 
Fridays  and  from  9  A.M.  to  5  P.M. 
on  Saturdays.  You  can  call  Helen 
Grace,  ext.  611,  for  an  appointment. 


'50  HOSPITAL  HOLIDAYS 

In  addition  to  New  Year's 
Day  and  Lincoln's  Birthday, 
already  past,  the  following 
holidays  will  be  recognized  by 
the  Hospital  in  1950: 

Washington's  Birthday — 

Wed.,  Feb.  22 
Memorial  Day — Tues.,  May  30 
Independence  Day — Tues.,  July  4 
Labor  Day — Mon.,  Sept.  4 
Columbus  Day — Thurs.,  Oct.  12 
Thanksgiving  Day — Thurs.,  Nov.  2  3 
Christmas — Mon.,  Dec.  2  5 


RECORD  ROOM 

{Continued  from  Page  6) 
Department  estimates  that  in  addi- 
tion to  relieving  the  floor  clerk  of 
"writer's  cramp,"  this  method  in- 
sures proper  spelling  of  names  and 
correct  history  numbers — data 
which  can  be  "fouled  up"  easily 
the  old  way. 

It  is  hoped  to  extend  the  metal 
plate  system,  now  being  used  in 
only  a  handful  of  hospitals,  to  the 
Out-Patient  Department,  according 
to  Helen  B.  Lincoln,  Record  Room 
Librarian. 


ART  FLOURISHES 

ON  OUR  ''LEFT  BANK  " 

Perhaps  your  curiosity  has  been 
piqued  by  overhearing  snatches  of 
cafeteria  conversation  about  paint- 
ing and  pictures,  or  maybe  you've 
never  even  suspected — but  now  it 
shall  be  told.  A  flourishing  artists' 
colony  has  sprung  up  at  the  Center, 
with  Payne  Whitney  Clinic  as  the 
center  of  the  "Latin  Quarter." 

Every  Friday  night  there,  after 
working  hours,  "Bill"  Bartels,  a 
member  of  Dr.  Ade  Milhorat's 
research  staff,  holds  class  in  his 
"studio"  on  the  second  floor. 
Painting  is  an  avocation  for  Mr. 
Bartels  who  has  studied  with  such 
masters  as  Frederick  Taubes,  one  of 
the  foremost  technicians  in  the  art 
of  oil  painting,  and  Maurice  Koreni- 
evsky  of  the  National  Academy. 
Some  of  his  own  oils  and  water- 
colors  have  been  purchased  by 
leading  figures  in  the  publishing 
world  as  well  as  by  members  of  the 
Center  staff. 

Begun  last  Fall  at  the  request  of 
some  of  his  co-workers,  Mr.  Bar- 
rels' Friday  night  classes  have  been 
attracting  a  varied  group  of  Center 
personnel,  including  student  nurses, 
research  technicians,  members  of 
the  photography  department,  etc. 
Some  of  the  students  had  never 
painted  before. 


To  My  Valentine: 

Love's  Enclosure 

Wear  it  the  way  you  wear  your  hat, 

Crease  it  the  same  fond  way. 

Pocket  it  deep  in  your  purse  with  change — 

And  bills  for  the  rainy  day. 

Toss  it  the  way  you  do  your  pins — 

In  an  old  and  trusted  nook. 

Know  that  it  waits  there  for  your  hand — 

Whenever  you  care  to  look. 

Doubt  it  the  way  you  do  your  car, 
Approaching  a  steep  new  hill. 
Give  it  the  same  swift  touch  of  pride 
When  it  makes  the  grade  and  still, 
Keep  it  a  secret  all  your  own — 
Like  a  dream  or  a  treasured  jack. 
All  that  I  ask  you  do  not  do 
Is  ever  to  give  it  back, 

Eva  Namm 

Heart  Station 
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HOSPI -TALES 


While  there  has  not  been  too 
much  water  "over  the  dam"  at 
Croton  and  Kensico  in  the  past  two 
months,  there's  been  plenty,  in  a 
figurative  sense,  at  the  Center, 
judging  by  the  number  of  Hospi- 
Tales  collected  for  this  issue  Take 
a  deep  breath  and  start  reading  .  . 

Rice  and  Old  Shoes:  Hajinah  Zter- 
ing,  administrative  assistant  in  nurs- 
ing at  Payne  Whitney  and  an 
instructor  in  psychiatric  nursing  at 
the  Nursing  School,  was  married  to 
D.  Frederick  J.  Wertz  on  December 
29-  The  couple  honeymooned  in 
Bermuda.  Dr.  Wertz  has  a  teaching 
appointment  in  Payne  Whitney 
O.  P.  D.  .  .  .  Harriet  E.  Solomon, 
receptionist  in  X-Ray  became  Mrs. 
Arthur  Paul  Goldhagen  on  January 
21.  The  couple  honeymooned  in 
Ellenville,  N.  Y.  .  .  .  It  was  strictly 
a  Laundry  and  Linen  Department 
romance  when  Theresa  Yanni  and 
James  Martin  became  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
on  January  8  .  .  .  Eleanor  Bognar  of 
the  Laundry  Office  was  married  on 
February  4  to  Anthony  Tropsa  of 
Stamford,  Conn.  Miss  Bognar,  who 
resigned  her  position,  was  pre- 
sented by  her  fellow  workers  with 
a  photograph  facsimile  of  a  15-year 
service  pin.  She  would  have  been 
with  us  15  years  on  May  13. 

Cupid's  Capers:  News  of  engage- 
ments keep  pouring  into  The  Pulse 
office  and  we  find  it  difficult  to  keep 
up  with  all  of  Dan  Cupid's  tricks 
.  .  .  Helen  Plyler,  assistant  to  the 
Secretary  in  the  Corporation  Offices, 
will  become  Mrs.  Richard  Maxwell 
early  in  May.  Dr.  Maxwell  is  an 
assistant  resident  here  .  .  .  Record 
Room  gals  who  will  soon  embark 
on  the  seas  of  matrimony  are 
Ramona  Sousa,  engaged  to  Joseph 
Camunas;  Josephine  Romano,  to  Eu- 
gene Petilli,  and  Helen  Finnegan, 
engaged  to  Fred  Dannenberg.  Their 
engagements  were  all  announced 
on  Christmas  Day  .  .  .  Barbara  B. 
Eshlemann,  a  member  of  the  public 


health  research  department  of  the 
Medical  College  is  engaged  to 
Peter  Cooper  Hitt  .  .  .  Marton 
Kindig,  a  '48  graduate  of  the 
Nursing  School,  has  resigned  her 
position  on  the  nursing  staff  to 
become  Mrs.  Scott  H,  Russell  .  .  . 
Virginia  Cupp,  nurse  on  H-3,  has 
announced  her  engagement  to 
Richard  Htlls  James,  a  Medical 
College  student  .  .  .  And  Audrey 
Teufel,  nurse  on  H-5,  is  also  en- 
gaged to  a  "med"  student  here, 
F.  Bruce  Merrill.  They'll  be  married 
March  11  .  .  .  Marjorie  Markgraf, 
technician  on  F-11,  will  be  married 
early  this  Spring  to  Arthur  Francis 
.  .  .  Three  members  of  the  senior 
class  of  the  Nursing  School  also  are 
engaged — Ruth  E.  Kemper,  to  Wil- 
liam Gregory  Cooper,  postgraduate 
student  at  the  Medical  College; 
Mary  Grace  Kelly,  to  Donald  Sulli- 


REPORT  ON  A  RIVAL 

Competition  is  what  makes 
an  editor's  life  more  stimu- 
lating and  so  we  take  pleasure 
in  announcing  the  publication 
of  a  rival  sheet  at  NYH,  G-2's 
own  "The  Grunt  and  Groan." 
The  initial  issue,  which  hit 
the  "newsstands"  just  before 
Christmas,  was  a  three-page 
mimeographed  edition  with 
front  page  sketches.  Although 
The  G  &  G  goes  in  for  sensa- 
tional tabloid-type  headlines 
like  "Hot  Lips  Rapfogel 
Makes  G-204  Jump"  and  de- 
votes space  to  fishy  pavilion 
characters  like  one  Lyman 
Goldfish  to  attract  readers, 
The  Pulse  does  not  anticipate 
a  drop  in  its  circulation — 
except  maybe  on  G-2.  After 
all.  The  G  &  G  will  be  pub- 
lished only  "now  and  then," 
according  to  its  staff. 

Here's  to  bigger  and  better 
editions,  G-2! 


van,  a  sophomore  at  Manhattan 
College,  and  Jean  Houston,  to  Dr. 
Fred  Blum,  an  assistant  resident  here. 

Down  Lullaby  Lane:  There've  been 
many  cigar  "handouts"  by  the  doc- 
tors on  the  staff  of  late  .  .  .  Dr. 
R.  A.  Rees  Pritchett  became  a  father 
of  a  baby  girl  on  January  30  .  .  . 
It  was  a  boy  for  Drs.  Mary  A.  and 
Ralph  Engle,  Jr.  on  January  28  .  .  . 
Dr.  Thomas  B.  Sullivan  became  a 
father  of  a  baby  girl  the  following 
day  .  .  .  Another  proud  father  of  a 
boy,  born  January  26,  is  Dr.  J.  James 
Smith;  the  child's  mother  is  the 
former  Dr.  Rosemary  Gorman  who 
had  been  on  the  staff  .  .  .  Dr. 
Grafton  Burke  got  an  advance  Christ- 
mas present  when  Mrs.  Burke 
presented  him  with  a  boy  on 
December  18. 

Orchids:  To  the  entire  auxiliary 
staff — floor  clerks,  nursing  aides, 
attendants  and  orderlies — who  con- 
tributed so  generously  at  Christmas 
toward  helping  less  fortunate  people 
enjoy  the  holiday  season.  A  total 
of  $75-85  was  turned  into  the  Social 
Service  Department  by  them  for 
this  splendid  purpose  .  .  .  And  to 
the  nursing  staff  of  Woman's  Clinic, 
under  the  leadership  of  Jeanette 
Dontzpw,  head  nurse  on  M-4,  who 
sent  a  Christmas  check  for  $30  to 
the  Kentucky  mountain  children. 

The  Pulse  Congratulates:  Dr. 

Elise  S.  L' Esperance,  assistant  profes- 
sor of  preventive  medicine  at  the 
College,  and  Dr.  Leona  M.  Baum- 
gartner,  pediatrician  to  out-patients, 
two  of  five  women  doctors  who 
recently  received  the  New  York 
Infirmary's  1950  Elizabeth  Black- 
well  Citations  for  distinguished 
achievements  in  the  practice  and 
teaching  of  medicine  .  .  .  Sister 
Mary  Aurelia,  whose  poem,  "A 
Dietitian's  Prayer,"  inspired  by  her 
work  as  a  dietetic  intern  at  NYH, 
was  published  in  the  January  issue 
of  the  Bulletin  of  the  New  York  State 
Dietetic  Association. 
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Hails  and  Farewells:  A  new  face 
in  the  Nutrition  Department  is 
Ethel  Schwartzberger,  who  recently 
became  dietician  for  pavilion  pa- 
tients on  surgical  floors.  Miss 
Schwartzberger  is  from  New  Haven 
and  formerly  worked  at  Burbank 
Hospital,  Fitchburg,  Mass.  She 
replaces  Darlene  Ross,  who  has 
accepted  a  position  in  Chicago, 
closer  to  her  family  home  .  .  .  Two 
new  dietetic  interns  have  arrived 
in  the  Nutrition  Department  and 
more  are  coming.  Ruth  Hood  from 
Florida  State  University,  and  Lillian 
Greene  from  Brooklyn  College,  are 
the  first  to  begin  their  year  of  prac- 
tice .  .  .  Barbara  Turkington,  an 
apprentice  in  the  Photography  De- 
partment, has  been  promoted  to 
assistant  photographer.  She  re- 
places Bob  Waldeck,  who  has  moved 
with  his  camera  to  the  Kennedy 
V.  A.  Hospital,  Memphis,  Tenn. 
"Jerry"  Cohn  is  the  new  apprentice 
.  .  .  Theresa  Mele,  secretary  to  the 
admitting  psychiatrist  at  Payne 
Whitney  and  a  member  of  the  staff 
there  for  more  than  six  years,  has 
resigned  in  order  to  complete  her 
student  teaching  requirements  to- 
ward her  B.A.  degree  from  Hunter. 
Theresa,  a  valued  Pulse  staff  mem- 
ber for  the  past  three  years,  expects 
to  be  a  full-fledged  "schoolmarm" 
by  this  Summer.  She's  done  all  her 
college  studies  at  night  .  .  .  Barbara 
Bernstein  is  the  new  face  in  the 
public  relations  office  of  the  Nursing 
School  and  Nursing  Service  .  .  . 
Katherine  Aran,  former  assistant  head 
nurse  on  F-9  East,  is  now  head 
nurse  in  the  Emergency  Pavilion 
.  .  .  William  Walton,  Jr.,  who  has 
been  acting  purchasing  agent,  was 
made  purchasing  agent  effective 
January  1. 

Here  and  There:  Mrs.  Use  Wedel, 
technician  on  M-6,  has  recently 
returned  from  a  hve-week  visit 
with  her  parents  in  Berlin,  Ger- 
many, whom  she  had  not  seen  for 
12  years.  She  arrived  just  in  time 
to  help  celebrate  her  father's  80th 
birthday  and  his  retirement  as 
chief  surgeon  of  a  Berlin  hospital. 


"Pekoe,"  a  blue-blooded  Pekingese  lady, 
who  lives  with  Edna  Soencer,  secretary  to  the 
private  medical  service.  Almost  two  years 
old  now,  "Pekoe"  Is  "knitting'  tiny  garments. 


Use  flew  both  ways  but  says  she 
would  have  preferred  going  by  boat 
.  .  .  Central  Laboratories  gave  a 
party  January  20  in  honor  of  Mrs. 
Nellie  Maley,  Agnes  McEwan,  and 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Heady,  who  retired 
at  the  end  of  that  month.  In 
addition  to  corsages,  their  fellow 
workers  gave  them  gifts  .  .  . 
Mrs.  Jane  Herder,  who  retired  in 
November,  1947,  after  18  years  in 
Central  Labs,  has  advised  us  that 
an  organization  of  which  she  is 
past  president  has  donated  a  wheel 
chair  to  the  Hospital  for  Special 
Surgery,  our  friend  on  42nd  St.  The 
donor  is  the  Gen.  Robert  Anderson 
Memorial  Society  of  New  York 
whose  members  are  all  descendants 
of  Union  Civil  War  veterans  .  .  . 
The  office  of  Doris  Bresnahan,  R.N., 
administrative  assistant  in  charge 
of  the  auxiliary  staff,  has  moved 
from  F-172C  to  H-206  ...  The 
Cornell  University  Board  of  Trus- 
tees held  an  all-day  meeting  here 
on  January  28  in  the  Hospital's 
board  of  governors  room. 

NURSING  SCHOOL  NOTES 

Members  of  the  junior  class  are 
busy  rehearsing  for  their  produc- 
tion of  "Blithe  Spirit"  to  be  given 
March  16  and  17  in  the  auditorium 
of  the  Nurses  Residence.  Members 
of  the  cast  are:  Helen  Berg,  Mar- 


garet Coates,  Julianne  Dye,  Carol  Lee, 
Ann  McKeown,  and  "Dick"  Perkins 
and  Frank  Throop,  second  year  medi- 
cal students.  Peter  Stokes,  another 
medical  student,  is  director  .  .  . 
A  Student  Athletic  Association  has 
been  organized  to  promote  athletics 
and  intramural  sports.  Activities 
to  date  include  an  inter-class  volley- 
ball game,  ice  and  roller  skating. 
Officers  are:  Jean  Tease,  '50,  presi- 
dent; Susan  Campbell,  '51,  vice- 
president,  and  Nancy  Wilson,  '52, 
secretary  and  treasurer.  Cynthia 
Betagh  is  faculty  advisor  .  .  .  The 
Class  of  '52  has  planned  a  break- 
fast to  be  held  February  19  in  the 
Nurses'  Residence.  The  freshmen 
also  expect  to  hold  an  informal 
dance  one  of  these  days  .  .  .  Re- 
cently elected  freshman  class  officers 
include  Jean  McCormack,  president; 
Ruth  Dorn  and  Patricia  Savage,  vice- 
presidents;  Mary  Elizabeth  Gibson, 
secretary,  and  Gloria  Delcojf,  treas- 
urer .  .  .  The  Nursing  School  has 
been  playing  host  to  various  Cor- 
nell Women's  Club  meetings  re- 
cently. The  Cornell  Women's  Club 
of  New  York  held  its  January 
meeting  in  the  Nurses'  Residence  as 
guests  of  the  student  body,  faculty 
and  alumnae,  and  members  of  the 
Class  of  '49,  now  on  the  staff  of 
NYH,  presented  a  special  program. 
On  February  3,  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  Federation  of  Cornell 
Women's  Clubs  held  its  semi-annual 
meeting  here,  too,  preceded  by  a 
tour  of  the  Hospital,  and  followed 
by  a  dinner  in  the  Residence. 
Dean  Virginia  M.  Dunbar  was  a 
speaker  at  one  of  the  Federation's 
meetings  the  following  day  at  the 
Barbizon  Hotel  ...  If  you've 
noted  any  improvement  in  the 
School  magazine.  The  Blue  Plaidette, 
it's  all  because  of  the  inspiration 
furnished  by  speakers  at  the  annual 
staff  dinner  in  December.  They  were 
John  Tebbel,  associate  professor  of 
journalism  at  New  York  University, 
and  Mary  Elizabeth  Tennant,  as- 
sistant director  and  nursing  con- 
sultant. International  Health  Di- 
vision, Rockefeller  Foundation. 
{Continued  on  Page  10) 
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COLLEGE  CORNER 

Students  are  dragging  out  the  old 
"soup  and  fish"  for  the  fifth  annual 
Medicine  Ball  to  be  held  Saturday, 
February  25,  at  the  Beekman  Tower 
Hotel.  There'll  be  dancing  to  the 
music  of  Phil  Silvers'  Orchestra 
from  10  P.M.  to  2  A.M.  Grayson 
Davis,  third  year  student,  is  chair- 
man, assisted  by  Sattford  Reiss, 
"Ted"  Rusnack,  Robert  Ackles,  Dewey 
Nelson,  Philip  Herbert,  "Ed"  Gold- 
smith, Mason  Whitmore,  and  "Chuck" 
De  Prosse.  The  tariff  is  $6  per 
couple  including  tax.  Tickets  may 
be  obtained  from  committee  mem- 
bers or  by  dropping  a  note  to  Box  81 
at  the  College  .  .  .  The  Cornell 
Medical  Journal  is  going  on  a  sub- 
scription basis  this  year — three  is- 
sues for  75  cents — John  Bellville, 
editor,  announces. 

FROM  WESTCHESTER 

Back  to  Erin:  Mrs.  Annie  Ryan, 
who  retired  from  the  Nursing 
Service  on  January  1  after  21  years 
years  of  service  at  Westchester 
Division,  is  returning  to  her  native 
Ireland  where  she  plans  to  live. 

Sports  and  Games:  On  Wednesday 
evenings  from  7  to  10,  the  men's 
gymnasium  is  open  to  employees 
for  fun  and  exercise.  An  average  of 
about  35  men  and  women  enjoy  the 
many  facilities  each  week.  Two 
instructors  are  on  duty  to  supervise 


CENTER  TICKS 

(Continued  from  Page  4) 

handle  test  tubes  nor  peer  into  the 
microscope.  Yet,  she,  too,  has  an 
important  part  in  the  diagnosis  of 
disease.  In  this  laboratory  are 
carried  out  the  basal  metabolism 
or  "breathing  tests."  Many  of 
these  patients  are  hyperthyroid — 
tense,  high-strung  individuals — and 
it  is  the  laboratory  technician, 
calm,  tactful,  poised,  who  puts  the 
patient  at  ease  so  that  a  "satis- 
factory" test  may  be  performed. 

The  technical  staff  of  the  Central 
Laboratories  completes  almost 
2,000  complex  analytical  procedures 
each  working  day. 

In  addition  to  the  Central  Lab- 
oratories, there  are  other  diagnostic 
laboratories  in  Woman's  Clinic, 
Pediatrics,  and  in  Payne  Whitney. 
There  is  also  a  Surgical  Pathology 
Laboratory  which  examines  tissue 
from  the  operating  rooms,  and  many 
research  laboratories,  both  in  the 
Hospital  and  the  College,  each  with 
its  own  special  problems  requiring 
skilled,  experienced  workers. 

It  is  the  ceaseless,  untiring  efforts 
of  the  laboratory  workers  that 
enables  the  numerous  laboratories 
in  our  Center  to  contribute  so 
greatly  to  the  care  of  patients  and 
to  the  progress  of  medicine. 


and  to  help  the  novices.  Volley 
ball  and  bowling  are  the  most 
popular  sports  with  squash  and 
billiards  running  a  close  second. 


SAFETY  SAM  SAYS: 

"Did  you  hear  about  the  inci- 
dent that  happened  in  a  Midwestern 
hospital  last  year? 

"A  patient  in  an  oxygen  tent 
asked  for  her  purse.  An  employee 
gave  it  to  her  thinking  that  she 
wanted  her  vanity  case.  Instead, 
however,  she  reached  for  a  cigarette 
and  was  about  to  light  it  when  the 
employee  stopped  her. 

"Needless  to  say,  had  she  struck 
the  match,  the  patient,  the  em- 
ployee,the  bed  and  the  room  would 
not  have  been  long  for  this  world. 

"Be  alert  at  all  times.  It  could 
happen  here! 

"See  you  in  the  next  issue  ..." 

THE  THREE  "R's" 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 
reason  is  Miss  Smith's  "way"  with 
children.) 

In  addition  to  her  teaching,  Miss 
Smith  is  also  her  own  registrar. 
Each  day  she  checks  with  admitting 
for  the  names  of  children  who  have 
entered  the  Hospital.  After  a 
"briefing"  on  the  condition  of  her 
future  pupil  by  the  child's  doctor, 
and  wdth  his  approval,  she  then 
requests  a  transfer  of  the  youngster's 
records  from  his  regular  school  for 
the  duration  of  his  stay  here. 

In  addition  to  Miss  Smith,  who 
is  here  full  time,  five  days  a  week. 
Miss  Marion  A.  O'Neill,  a  high 
school  teacher,  comes  in  several 
times  a  week  whenever  students  in 
these  grades  are  hospitalized.  An- 
other frequent  visitor  is  Mrs.  Mary 
F.  King,  roving  principal  of  P.  S.  401 . 
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